
Minor Festivals: St. Bartholomew, Apostle, August 24 

 
A True Israelite in Whom There is Nothing False 

One apostle that the first three Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) mention but tell us almost nothing about is 
Bartholomew.  His name means “Son of the Furrows.”  Perhaps his father was a ploughman.  He is included in 
the four biblical lists of the apostles (see if you can find them in the Bible).  The word “apostle” means “one 
who is sent out.”  An apostle is an official messenger sent out by a king to deliver a royal message.  The Twelve 
apostles were specially chosen by the King of kings and Lord of lords, Jesus Christ, to be his official spokesmen 
to the world.  They had divine, apostolic authority to speak and write God’s word. 
 
Because Bartholomew’s name is listed next to Philip’s in the first three Gospels, it is conjectured that they were 
friends.  Because of this, Bartholomew has been identified as Nathanael, the man from Cana in Galilee whom 
Philip invited to come and see the Christ.  Philip said, “We have found the one Moses and the prophets wrote 
about—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  Nathanael was skeptical.  “Nazareth!” he said, “Can anything 
good come from there?”  From his knowledge of the Old Testament, he didn’t expect the Messiah to come from 
a northern “hick’ town.  Philip didn’t argue.  He simply invited, “Come and see.”  Nathanael went with Philip. 
When Nathanael approached Jesus, our Lord said, “Here is a true Israelite in whom there is nothing false.”  
Jesus knew Nathanael’s heart.  He had the faith of his forefather Israel (Jacob), who looked with longing eyes 
for the Savior to arrive.  There was no guile or trickery in his heart.  His heart had been purified by faith in the 
Coming One.  He put his faith on display by living an honest, upright, and decent life. 
 
Nathanael was taken aback by Jesus’ permeating knowledge of his soul.  “How do you know me?” he asked.  
Jesus replied, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”  Jesus’ divine ability 
to know all things was all the proof Nathanael needed.  He blurted out, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are 
the King of Israel.”  Nathanael had found in Christ his Divine King who came to rescue him from Satan’s 
kingdom of death and darkness.  Christ’s rule in his heart drove him to a life of service in Christ’s kingdom. 
It is almost certain that Nathanael is Bartholomew.  This “son of the ploughman” spent the rest of his life 
softening the furrows of people’s hearts with the soothing showers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Ancient 
tradition says he labored in India and Armenia.  His symbol is a Bible with a knife lying on it—for it is reported 
that he died a martyr’s death, being skinned alive. 
 
August 24 is the Festival of St. Bartholomew.  May you and I emulate this apostle of Jesus Christ, trusting 
God’s promises of forgiveness and eternal life.  May we rededicate our lives to sharing that life-giving message 
with others.  And may we, with hearts purified by the Holy Spirit, display Christ’s love by living honest, 
upright, and decent lives. 
 
Pastor Zuberbier 
 
After sharing this devotion with your family, take the time to read John 1:43-51. 
 

 


